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who violated her vows was burled alive, and the vil-
lage where she belonged was utterly destroyed, to-
gether with many of its inhabitants. Murder and
adultery were punishable by death or torture. Theft
or dishonesty resulted In the culprit's being branded
for life. Liars and scandal-mongers were flogged for
the first offense, beaten with a club at the second, and
had their tongues nailed to a board for the third of-
fense. Incorrigibles were put to death, and petty
offenses were punished by floggings, or, in some cases,
the offender was forced to carry a heavy stone where-
ever he went, the duration of the period varying with
the seriousness of his offense.
Human sacrifices were absolutely prohibited under
heavy penalties; the killing, maiming or imprison-
ment of captives taken In war wa^s prohibited, such
prisoners being deported to some remote district
where they were given their liberty and a plot of land
and were transformed Into useful citizens. Divorces
were granted for various causes, such as adultery,
habitual misbehavior, brutality, Immorality, etc.
They were also given for reasons of state and were
then compulsory, whether or not desired by either
or both of the Interested parties. Either the prefect,
the priest or the tribal chief could enforce divorces.
Polygamy and polyandry were prohibited, but the
Incas were wise enough not to interfere too much
with the local customs of their colonies and provinces.
Just as the British Government permits its Indian
subjects to follow their own religious observances and
domestic customs unhindered, so the Incas permitted
the inhabitants of their conquered provinces to fol-
low many of their tribal and time-honored customs*